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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

P: Tell me something good!  

C: God loves you more than you could imagine.  

P: Tell me something good! 

C: God loves all of creation more than you could imagine. 

P: Tell me something good! 

C: God’s love meets us in this service of worship. We are not alone. 

P: This is good news indeed! 

C:  Let us worship our compassionate God. 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        Take My Life, That I May Be                    ELW 685 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Family of faith, we long to love others as God loves us, but that work 

is easier said than done. We lose our way. We become distracted. 

We grow fearful. We need God’s grace. Fortunately for us, God’s 

grace is freely and abundantly given. So join me in the Prayer of 

Confession. Join me in being transformed. Let us pray: 

 

C:  Merciful God, did we see you hungry and give you something to 

eat? Did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink? Did we 

see you alone and offer you compassion? Or did we cross the 

street? Did we avert our eyes? Did we come up with every excuse in 

the book? God, we long to be people who love our neighbors with 

the same overwhelming love that you have for them. But we must 

admit, we have a long way to go. Forgive us for the times when we 

let bias, scarcity, or fear get in the way of love. Wash us clean and 

give us the courage to try again. With hope for a better tomorrow 

we pray, Amen. 

P: Faith family, even when we act with judgment, even when we are 

guided by fear, even when we turn our back on a neighbor in 

need, God does not turn God’s back on us. So join me in this good-

news declaration: 

C: We are seen. We are forgiven. We are invited to try again. Thanks 

be to God for this unending love! Amen. 
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KYRIE 

A

 

men
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Choir:  Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir:  Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 

prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GLORY TO GOD  
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* GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

 

P: Good news, God, speak louder than the news updates. Speak louder 

than our mental distractions. Speak louder than our anger and louder 

than our fear. God, speak loudly to us today, because we long to hear 

your good news once more. With hope we pray,  

C: Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  LUKE 7: 36-50 

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and when he went into the 

Pharisee’s house he reclined to dine. And a woman in the city who was a sinner, 

having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster 

jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe 

his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair, kissing his feet and anointing 

them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he 

said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 

what kind of woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.” Jesus spoke 

up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he 

replied, “speak.” “A certain moneylender had two debtors; one owed five 

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he canceled the 

debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon 

answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And 

Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman, 

he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me 

no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them 

with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 

stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 

anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven 

loves little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But those who were at 

the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 

forgives sins?” But he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 

peace.” 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL 

MATTHEW 25: 35-40 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter, beginning with the 

35th verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 

you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we 

saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and 

gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY              Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                   ELW 708 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Jesus of Nazareth, your love for this world is so strong. It’s like a jar of perfume 

broken in a crowded room— it permeates everything it touches. God, we long 

to love like that. We long to love you with the same extravagant abundance 

that the woman with the alabaster jar displayed. 

 

However, we often get in our own way. Holy God, today we pray: when it 

comes to our neighbors, give us eyes to see as you see. Give us hands to serve 

as you serve. Give us arms to hold. Give us feet to journey alongside. 

 Give us hearts of compassion, just like yours. 

 

 In particular, today we pray for Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee 

Marinov, John Veihdeffer, Pr. Bill Seibert, and all those we name in our hearts 

 

God, our love does not stop with our neighbor. We also long to love you. 

So when we pass a field of purple, remind us to say thank you. 

When we hear the sound of laughter, remind us that there is good in this 

world. When music or birdsong moves our soul, remind us that you are 

always present with us. 

 

In all of these moments, turn our hearts toward you. May we be the next ones to 

love boldly, to sing praise, to say thank you. Receive our prayers, O God, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 

Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

X2 

X2 

X2 

X1 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

And so, we will join our voices together to pray the prayer Jesus taught us to 

pray, saying. . . 

 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: We believe in a table-setting God 

C: who always has a seat saved for you. 

P: We believe in an inviting God 

C: who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended. 

P: We believe in a radically welcoming God 

C: who eats with the overlooked and the outcast, the hungry and the downtrodden. 

P: We believe in the good news of the gospel, which reminds us 

C: That all are welcomed, all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed. 

P: Pull up a seat at God’s table. 

C: There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 

angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are 

sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we 

bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of your Son we all may 

know the comfort of your abiding presence. 

C: Amen. 

  

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 
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A: Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the 

table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You 

remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with 

renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out 

into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we 

pray, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

*BLESSING 

P: As you leave this place, when you meet anger, speak with love. When you meet 

fear, speak with hope. When you meet pain, speak with gentleness. But no 

matter what, speak this good news. For the good news of the gospel is love and 

justice for all. It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms. The good 

news of the gospel is alive in the world, so go forth speaking. For if you won’t, 

then who will? Thanks be to God for this good, good news. 

C: Amen. 

 

  
*SENDING HYMN               When I Survey the Wondrous Cross         ELW 803 

NEXT PAGE 

 

 
         DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Show Christ's love to the world. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

        POSTLUDE 
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